
WELCOME TO  WORSHIP!  
 

 

 

LORD, KEEP US JOYFUL IN OUR KING!
Christ the King Sunday 

and he will reign forever and ever.
- Revelation 11:15
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ST. PAUL’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

November 22, 2020

WELCOME TO WORSHIP
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. For worshippers 
joining us in person, we are happy you are here. If you have any questions, just ask an 
usher or other volunteer. 
If you are worshipping online, we would love to see just what kind of impact our worship 
services are making. Please fill out our online Connect Card to let us know where you're 
worshiping from and how we might continue to serve you. You can find a link at 
www.stpaulswr.org/watch. You can also contact us with any questions or prayer requests 
via email or phone (churchoffice@stpaulswr.org or 715-421-3634).

SPECIAL GUIDELINES DURING THE PANDEMIC

† Please practice social distancing whenever possible. Keep close personal interactions 
to a minimum, especially when inside the building. Please feel free to worship from 
the Welcome Center, if you feel uncomfortable with the number of people in the 
sanctuary. 

† Please practice good hygiene. Masks, hand sanitizer, and kleenex are available in the 
Welcome Center. Our restrooms are located along the hallway on the west side of the 
worship space.

† Large print service folders, hearing devices, and printouts of the bible readings and 
hymns are available on the Information Booth in the Welcome Center, if you need them.

† Your offering and connect card can be placed in the slots on the top of the Information 
Booth in the Welcome Center. If you have a smartphone, you can fill out the online 
connect card. Empty offering plates will be brought forward and place on the altar to 
symbolize our sacrifice to God.

† Children’s bulletins can be picked up at the Information Booth in the Welcome 
Center. If your children become fussy, you can quiet them in the Welcome Center.  The 
Children’s Message will still take place.  However, the children will not be invited 
forward. Please keep them with you in your pew.
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† Please wait for the ushers to dismiss you. Following post-service announcements, 
pastor(s) will leave down the side aisles and head outside to greet you. Ushers will 
dismiss worshipers from the back moving forward; and down the center aisle, as well 
as the side aisles. This is to minimize personal contact. Please take this service folder 
with you and dispose of it properly.

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY
Lord, keep us joyful in Christ our King! On this last Sunday of the 
Church Year, we rejoice in the fulfillment of God’s plan for our 
salvation through Christ our King. And we rejoice because Christ our 
King reigns - the king who once came as a sacrifice; the king who still 
shepherds us day by day; the king who one day will conquer all our 
enemies.  Rejoice in his reign and look forward to the day when every 
knee will bow with us before the King of kings and Lord of lords!

The liturgical color1 for this Sunday is white, which signifies the perfection and purity 
Jesus displays as King of all.

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2018 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used 
by permission: www.wartburgproject.org

Service of the Word. Words and Music: Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal. © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. 
All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903

“He Is Exalted.” Text, Tune & Setting: Twila Paris. © 1985 Straightway Music and Mountain Spring Music. Used by 
permission. CCLI#145043.

Psalm 47. Text: Michael Morgan © 1999 from Psalter for Christian Worship, Witherspoon Press. Tune: public domain. 
Setting: Hal H. Hopson © 2008 Birnamwood/MorningStar Music Publishers. 
“All Hail the Power of Jesus Name” Words & Music: Public Domain. Arr. by Michael Schroeder.

“Sing to the King.”  Billy James Foote\Charles Silvester Horne.  © 2003 worshiptogether.com songs\sixsteps Music. Used 
by permission: CCLI #145043

 

1 The liturgical color is found on the pastor's stole and the piece of cloth hanging from the pulpit.
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SERVICE OF THE WORD
Service of the Word draws the believer’s attention to the proclamation of the Gospel in the Word of God.  

WELCOME

OPENING HYMN Crown Him with Many Crowns | CW 341
Verse 1-Song Leaders;  2-All;  3-Pastors;  4-All  

Please stand.
CALL TO WORSHIP  
Minister (M): The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
Congregation (C):  And also with you. 

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as 

his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways       
I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting 
in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. 
Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M:  God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and 
innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are 
his own dear child. May God give you the strength to live according to his will.

C:  Amen. 

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:     In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

This hymn is filled with a 
number of magnificent paradoxes 

which are summarized by the 
thought that the King who was 

slain reigns victorious.
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C: He Is Exalted

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:  Let us pray… Lord Jesus Christ, by your victory you have broken the power of the 

evil one. Fill our hearts with joy and peace as we look to that day when every creature 
in heaven and earth will acclaim you King of kings and Lord of lords to your 
unending praise and glory; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen.
Be seated.

The Word

FIRST LESSON  Ezekiel 34:11-16, 23-25
The King leads his people with justice and peace.
After the reading, the announcement is made:
M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 
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PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 47 | The People’s Psalter

All:

Song Leaders: Clap your hands, O faithful people! Shout to God a song of praise!
From the dust of conquered nations, God a realm of grace shall raise.
To God’s name forever faithful, may we prosper all our days. 

All: Clap your hands, O faithful people!  Shout to God a song of praise!

Song Leaders: With a shout, and blast of trumpets, God shall mount a throne on high;
Let our praise, as finest incense, Rise to meet God in the sky.
Fill the world with glad rejoicing, Heav’n shall sing, and earth reply.

All: Clap your hands, O faithful people!  Shout to God a song of praise!

Song Leaders: Let your hearts be filled with gladness, As the Lord your life shall bless;
Live as heirs of God’s great justice, Wear the cloak of righteousness.
God will grant us earth’s dominion, All things good, and nothing less.

All: Clap your hands, O faithful people!  Shout to God a song of praise!

SECOND LESSON 1 Corinthians 15:20-28
The King reigns even over death itself.
After the reading, the announcement is made:
M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 
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VERSE OF THE DAY
M: Alleluia. I am the Alpha and Omega, the First and the Last, 
C: the Beginning and the End. Alleluia. (Revelation 22:13)

Please stand.
GOSPEL Matthew 27:27-31
The King sacrifices his life for his people. 
After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise be to you, O Christ! 
Be seated

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
For the time being, please keep children with you in the pews.

HYMN Saints, Behold! The Sight Is Glorious | CW 216
Verse 1-Pastors;  2-Women;  3-Men;  4-All 

SERMON Hail, the King!  

Please stand.
CONFESSION OF FAITH   Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.  He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From 
there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.
Be seated

Each reading is meant to 
highlight the theme of each 
Sunday; one from the Old 

Testament; one from the New 
Testament letters; and one from a 

Gospel account of Jesus’ life.
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THANK OFFERING 
St. Paul’s members offer their first and their best to their Savior in order to support 
the sharing of the Gospel through our church and our worldwide church body, the 
WELS.  Our guests do not need to feel obligated to participate.  
If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, 
you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our 
website’s giving page.

MUSICAL OFFERING Song by School Children - Give Thanks  

Please stand. 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and 

power for ever and ever!
C: Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory.
M: You are worthy, O Christ our King, to receive honor and glory and praise, for you 

created all things and by your will they were created and have their being.
C: Alleluia! For our Lord God Almighty reigns!
M: You are worthy, O Christ our King, to receive honor and glory and praise because you 

were slain, and with your blood you purchased us for God. From every tribe and 
language and people and nation, you have called us into your kingdom and have 
made us priests to serve you, our God and Father.

C: Help us live as royal priests.
M: We give thanks to you, O Christ our Shepherd-King, because you have searched for 

us and found us. Lead us to the green pastures and quiet waters of your saving love, 
so that we may enjoy peace and comfort for our souls.

C: Heal our hearts when they are broken with sin and guilt. Strengthen us when we 
are weak.

M: We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, because you have taken your great power 
and have begun to reign. Come with your mighty power to break and defeat every 
evil plan and purpose of the devil, of the ungodly influences and ideas of the world, 
and of our own sinful nature. Use your power to calm the unrest among nations and 
peoples so that your kingdom may spread and grow.

C: Strengthen our confidence in knowing that your kingdom will never be destroyed.
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M: O Christ our King, you have supremacy over all. You will judge the world in 
righteousness and the peoples with equity. You have destroyed death and brought 
life and immortality to light through the gospel. Reign in our hearts that we may serve 
you more faithfully and speak more boldly to others of your saving love.

C: Praise be to the Lord God, who alone does marvelous deeds. May the whole earth 
be filled with his glory.

Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer.

M: Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who 
pierced him. The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of 
his Christ, and he will reign for ever and ever, King of kings and Lord of lords.

C:  The Lord God Almighty reigns! Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! 
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 
kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  
Be seated. 

HYMN All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name | CW 370
                                                                Contemporary version 

Song Leaders: All hail the pow'r of Jesus Name, let angels prostrate fall
Bring forth the royal diadem and crown Him Lord of all
Bring forth the royal diadem and crown Him Lord of all

Pastor: Ye chosen seed of Israel's race ye ransomed from the fall
Hail Him who saves you by His grace and crown Him Lord of all
Hail Him who saves you by His grace and crown Him Lord of all

Our King has given his 
life for us; he also gives 
us ways to remember 
his blessings and ask 

for further help.
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Song Leaders: Lord of all. You are Lord of all.
Lord of all. You are Lord of all.

All:      Let ev’ry kindred ev’ry tribe on this terrestrial ball
To Him all majesty ascribe and crown Him Lord of all
To Him all majesty ascribe and crown Him Lord of all

Song Leaders: Crown Him Lord of all 
And crown Him Lord of all!

Please stand. 
CLOSING PRAYER 
M:  Let us pray together.
C:  O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. 

Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, 
and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

BLESSING
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony 

with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness. The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you 
with favor and (+)   give you peace.

C:  Amen. 
Be seated. 

CLOSING HYMN Sing to the King
Verse 1-Song Leaders;  2-All;  3-All
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TAKE HOME QUESTIONS

1. Ezekiel 34 paints a beautiful picture of peace and security, but that is a stark contrast 
with the violence and mockery in Matthew 27. Yet, in what ways do these readings 
relate to each other?

2. In what ways can we as present-day Christians see Christ as King in the “Now” and 
the “Not Yet”? (Hint: reread the Second Reading from 1 Corinthians 15.) According 
to that reading, what enemy must we still face in this life? How does Christ ruling as 
our King bring comfort in that battle?

3. Reflect on the past weeks, months, years, and decades of your life. In what ways can 
you see Jesus ruling as King of Kings in your life?

4. Think ahead to the coming weeks, months, years, and decades of your life. In what 
ways does Jesus ruling as King of Kings affect your everyday life?
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

THIS SUNDAY’S BIBLE STUDY
God’s Word on the Future: Jesus Is Coming!
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM 
For the google meet link, contact a pastor.

DESSERTS NEEDED FOR THE THANKSGIVING MEAL

We need enough desserts to serve over 500 people at the Community Thanksgiving 
Dinner. Your donations of bars, cookies, or other baked goods can be brought to the 
church on or before Wednesday, Nov. 25. Feel free to bring it along when you come to 
Thanksgiving worship.

DECORATE THE CHURCH FOR CHRISTMAS Nov. 28 | 9:00 AM

Help us “haul out the holly” and other Christmas decorations. An outdoor nativity scene 
is a must. We would like to have everything ready for the first Sunday in Advent, so your 
help on the Saturday after Thanksgiving is greatly appreciated.

NEED SOMETHING FOR YOUR THANKSGIVING CELEBRATION? 

The Willing Workers still have frozen take-and-bake apple pies, pie crusts, cranberry 
relish, and chili, plus homemade celery seed and French salad dressings.  Items are 
available from the church office during the week (8 AM-4 PM).

 
THANKSGIVING WORSHIP
Wednesday, NOV. 25 
at 4:00 & 6:30 PM
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DECORATE A JESSE TREE THIS ADVENT

Martin Luther College has once again produced a booklet of Advent devotions.  (You can 
also have the devotions sent to your email.) This year the theme is “The Jesse Tree,” and 
there is an optional activity of decorating a Jesse Tree. This is great way to help children 
countdown to Christmas and focus on our Savior at the same time. Booklet are available 
in the Welcome Center, or you can download materials and subscribe to the devotions at 
mlc-wels.edu/publications/seasonal-devotions.

USE SCRIP FOR CHRISTMAS SHOPPING

If you plan to do some Christmas shopping after Thanksgiving, whether online or in-
person, remember to use scrip.  In addition to physical cards that you can purchase at 
church, you can download scrip to your PC or phone and use it right away. If you are 
heading to a store, just print the scrip and take it with you, or show it to the cashier on 
your phone.  If you are shopping online, just copy and paste the scrip card number into 
payment section when you check out.  Need help?  Contact Deb DeWilde at 
stpaulsscripwr@gmail.com. 

SHOP AMAZON SMILE  

Did you know that there is another Amazon site that allows you to support our ministry 
while getting the same great prices as the regular Amazon site?  Shop smile.amazon.com 
and designate St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church as your charity. There are lots of St. 
Paul’s out there, so use the link on our website (stpaulswr.org/give) to locate us quickly. 
We recently received $44.12 through this program. (Remember to pay with scrip!)

FRUIT SALE ORDERS DUE MONDAY

Be sure to turn in your order of fruit, sausage, cheese, or snacks from NLHS’s annual sale 
by this Monday, Nov. 23. See the Ministry Table for more info.  Orders will be delivered 
to St. Paul’s on December 18. Get some Christmas shopping out of the way and support 
Northlands Lutheran High School (NLHS) at the same time.

MIDWEEK ADVENT SERVICES Dec. 2, 9, & 16 | 4:00 & 6:30 PM

On the first three Wednesdays in December, we will be focusing on “The Songs of Our 
Savior” - Mary’s Song, Zechariah’s Song, and Simeon’s Song. Unfortunately, we will NOT 
have fellowship meals between the services this year.  We hope you will take advantage 
of this extra opportunity to focus on your Savior this advent.
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CALENDAR                      November 22-29

SUNDAY              8:00 AM Worship 
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Resource Center

10:30 AM Worship 

MONDAY           11:00 AM Worship for at-risk individuals

TUESDAY 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center

WEDNESDAY 4:00 PM Thanksgiving Worship
6:30 PM Thanksgiving Worship

THURSDAY 11:00 AM Community Thanksgiving Dinner

SATURDAY 9:00 AM Decorating for Christmas

SUNDAY     8:00 AM Worship 
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Resource Center

10:30 AM Worship 

ATTENDANCE & OFFERING REPORT
Last Week’s Attendance: 156      
From July 1, 2020 to November 13, 2020 
Actual ministry income:  $359,211
Actual cost of ministry:   $377,097         

Mortgage balance:  $1,329,437          
SONGS FOR THE SAVIOR
Midweek Advent Services
Wednesdays, Dec. 2, 9 & 16
4:00 & 6:30 PM
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